To win her freedom,
she rebelled against
her family. To win this
freedom for another
woman, she puts her

life on the line...
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Director  Su Turhan
Cast  Pegah Ferydoni
Mehdi Moinzadeh
Timur Isik
Saskia Vester
Genre  Drama
Language  German
Length 83 min
Produced by  Burkert Bareiss Production by TV 60 Film in

co-production with SWR, BR, Arte and Goldkind
Film Production

AYLA

SYNOPSIS

Ayla, a young Turkish-German woman, is beautiful, self-confident and at odds with her con-
servative family, who disapprove of her ,Western® lifestyle. She falls in love with Ayhan, but
doesn‘t suspect his involvement in a murderous plan to restore his family‘s honor: his sister
Hatice has left her unloved hushand in Turkey and is raising her daughter alone in Germany.
Pursued by thugs hired by her own family, Hatice finds refuge with Ayla, who once also fought
for her freedom.

Pursued by her own family, Hatice finds refuge with Ayla, who is dismayed to learn that
Hatice's brother is none other than Ayhan! Although he is against punishing his sister, he is
the eldest son, and the task falls to him... Ayhan tries in vain to talk to her and convince her
to return to her husband in Turkey. He also begs Ayla to believe him when he says he would
never harm his sister, and tries to smooth his hot-headed younger brother Mehmet. But then
Mehmet takes things into his own hands. And Ayla feels that this time she must put her life
on the line for another woman'’s freedom.

THE DIRECTOR

Self-taught filmmaker Turhan began his career in 1998 by writing, directing and producing his
first short “Der Schliissel”. In 2001, on having worked in the film industry he shot (together
with DoP Michael Ballhaus) “Gone Underground”. Worldwide the first short feature fully shot
and postproduced in HD. Besides numerous other festivals Turhan was also invited to the
Sundance Film Festival. He continued writing for several production companies, and worked
again with DoP Michael Ballhaus on his third short “Triell” in 2004. Turhan also directed
commercials and documentaries for German and International TV, such as “Hightech for
Champions” for Discovery Channel in 2005.
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